






































der. Ihz*uul 'I:l.:iutllr I-t Gnlnml Madsen had anticipatnd.ﬁ

'n-;murum to be at 0600 1 October. Upon leaving Reghent, * | 4

1ll.l:m:l"v.‘i,ft: J.EIJI'J, Gulanul luc'uran and his ﬂts:l.'f made a hﬂ.aty P m&%
3‘.":_rﬁcumia=nnr.a nf the‘- Erri Bntta:‘l.,iun aactnr of a.dvance. B;r QF[J'
Iﬁﬂﬂgmﬂ.‘!ﬂ L'-Dmpamf ﬂnmmdurui and Battalinn Etaff mat I'ith

"Gulml l[a-:iuan in thn Baur.tn.linn cP to renuiva the attack i f’:ﬁ
; urd.ur. Hn:ndl:r had the 1aauma of the order started when

{.‘.nptni_.n John M. Da.vipa,.. Emman&ing Company I, was rendered
B c&aﬁaltj‘ by & shell burst in the courtyard putaidu the OF.
- The encut:ﬁs’ of ficer, Lt. Minor Couch, was sent for. (1)
The situation as related to the enemy was already known
o everyone, The objectives a;saig;nad to the Eattaliun,@
L mwera C a1 UZZO (H11l 550) end CASONI DI

ROMAGNA. (H111l 752), The emphasis of the entire Division wmld

be to essist 3rd Battallon in securing these two chjentivah.
To aup;;urt' this attack A Company of the 756 Tank Battelion
would be ailucated to Zrd Battelion as were priority of
fires from the 328th Fleld Artillery Battallon. Golonei
Madsen's plan was for Company E to leunch itas attack frum
hill 608 northward to hill _?__E_g. ‘I;ompany I was to move directly
ggainst hill 550. Company L would remain in reserve on hill
5 b 608 and would move northwest to hill 774 and thence down the
\\ ridge to relieve Company K on CASONI DI ROMACGHA. A platoon
of heavy machine guns would be ettached to each attacking
company. B8lmm mortars would remain in general support from
in pear of GUIGNOLA. The anti-tenk platoon-(at thiz time
equipped with 50 galibar machine gu:ns in plece of thelr

57mm snti-tank glma‘_l would alsc be 1n generul mpport from
positions on hill 608 :and 511, (See Map D) [1]

(1] Personal knowledge N
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Air support for the attack on 1 October was to be
performed by the 86th Figﬁter Bomber Group. Rover Joe(a
system of tactlical alr support control performed by light
aviation) was assigned to the 337th Infentry. Arrangements
were made with the artillery for merking targétn wlth smoke.
Flights of eight P-47 Thunderbolts were to be available to
Rover Joe avew,zle hour during the peried 0700 to 1100
iﬂctﬂber. (1)

- The 328th Pield Artillery Battalion would fire concen-
trations on hills 751 and 550 unmgnanning at 0OBOD a.nd continue
until 1ifted by the attacking companies. (2) ;

One canpany of Italion pack mules were attached to |
support the Battalion under the control of Battallon .E—l ;
Battalion SOP for resupply at night would be in effect. ek R

: At this time the Battalinn had some .rnﬂins in :

excess of its TO/E. Most of t.hau radios had been ﬂ.lmntud 7

tu the E.eﬂ:v}‘ waacpnns Company, surr md mpming mitﬂ,.'

The Ea.ttalinn Command Pnlt "auld mnin in'mm

.'.r‘

The Battallon OF would be uuhuma 1.-.1 -. ;m-" !';h:ua
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was wonderful. The sky cloudless; a bright warm sun shone on
_ the muddy, bare, hilisides. About 20 minutes after crusain.g
the 1ine of departure, Gompany K was brought under mortar and
machine gun fire but by moving rapidly down the forward slopes
of ¥111 608, teking advantage of the many gullles, this compeny
suffered but few casuslties. Progress at the hnttm of the
draw became increasingly difficult and by 0645, as tha COmMPATY
' began their drive up the slopes of hill 658, increased artillery,
" mortar and machine gun fire drove the 1“.-11115 platuun to the
.g:mmd.. Captain Bannister immediately moved his second
pln.toun to his left flank to nbt.nin the n.dnntagua of the i
hig;h grnunda in that sector; but, by U'?ED. it too had been
hmﬂta:l by the intense fires.
 The Battalion Gmmﬂar of thn 756 Tank Battaliom
- appnm:’l ‘at the 3rd Battalion CP l.b-:ru‘h OBOO, This was tha £ Tl
;I.'.lrlt tm a membar of the tank :r.‘urna had nantnct-ad thn + ._. _

This ﬁmndu:- was Very pnniniltin 'lbu‘ut*-tm

s

mlmunt of his tanks in t]:m Blttﬂimxnutbr. .m. m :
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and mortar flres had been prepared on the 1lst of October tc

cover all sides of hills 751 and 752. It was well thet this

had been done for at daylight a thicl blanket of fog re= ere
yisabillity to o few feet.

The morning of 2 October was soent by the Cermens
probing the positions of Company L.. Yo less than once every
half kour on enemy patrol was driven away from the positiona.

Artillery and zortar shells fell within the perimiter inces-

santly. (1)

Company I had, prior to daylight 2 October, attacked
and captured hill 504 but by 0900 were stopped short of
hill 547 and again found themselves,as.in the day belfore,
in & position unable to maneuver. (S5ee Wap D) (1) Colonel
liadsen had requested that one company of the Reglmental HReserve
be used to attsck hill 550 from behind ond Enttalion, dowm
the ridge from the left flank. Thls request was spproved
and ¢ Company, after having established radlo contact ﬁn the
Ird Battsllon net, moved out st 1130. {1)
Action ageinst Company L and K inecreased around noon
but intensive fires lald down by Divisiﬂn Artlllery soon
quieted this sector. At 1300 the sun broke through the fog
and visibility extended for miles. (1) - fl\rh
At 1330 o Tank Destroyer platuun, under the command of
a Sergeant, arrived at the Battalieon UI' in GUIGNGLA. Upon
directlion of the Battalion Commander this unit moved nori'h '\ﬁ"'
on Highway 6429 about 200 yards and unier intense German
artillery and tank fire knocked down the bulldings on hill 564,

Heavy mortar fire on I Companles position ceased after this

and was never resumed. The Tank Destroyers then pulled hlnkf;-' '
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hole=s, After the tank passed on they come out gnd counted
over 25 German bodies in the roadway. Company K hac not
fired a shot, (1)

Ezrly the morning of 3 QUctober an offlcer ard one man
of Company L, working thelr way Lo tie front, loceted and
knﬂcked gput the remainlng two tenks with & bazookegw, The
company was not bothered by further counterattacks. :

Enemy artillery continued to fire for the balance of
the night but fell off to spammodic filring during the morning
of 3 October. The last rounds to fall on thls position fell
gt 0900 hours and were 75 red smcke srells. 2

ThHE BATTALION MOVES FORWARD

During the night 2-3 October Company I's position had
received spasmodic shelllng from enemy light mgrtars but
ﬂtﬁerwiaa had beenn unbothered. Two zatrols sent forward
by the company during the night had not made contact with the
enemy. At daylight the company continuec its attack by send-
ing aﬁa platoon, widly dispersed, around the upper end of the
draw to their front and thence on to the next ridge. After

a short fire flght this platcon had secured the ridge. The

‘balance of Company I, followlng the first plztoon by 30

minutes, had crossed this ridge below the positions of Gpmﬁang
L and ¥ and moved rapidly down the nose to the village of
VILIA di1 SASSONERO, arriving there sbout 1200. Thls was
2500 yards in advence of CASONI DI ROMAGNA. (See Mep D) (1)
At Q%00 3 Qetober Company K, now r:ﬁrganized, pushed
down the western slopes of tie SASSONERO RIDGE and tock up
positions to the left of Company I by 2000 hours & October.
The Battalion Command Post was moved to VILIA DI SASSONERO

(I Personal knowledge .



the morning of ¢ October. During tie night of 3-4 October
Colonel Hadsen issued orders to Coxpany K to move from
their present location to positions on the high ground on
hill 513. K Company moved during darkness and by daylight
—_—
had defensive positions established along this ridge. The
1st Battelion in the meantime had relisved 2nd Battallon
on hill 587 and contact was made with 3rd Dattalion, .{Eee lap
By A3
i For the other companies of the Eattallion £ October
was spent in reorganizing, lssulng winter equipment, re-
supplying the Battallon with smmuniticn and intalgrating such
replecements as had been recelved. Of thLe 150 replecements
allocated to 3rd Battalion only 25 were trained Infantrymen;.
the belance were Engineers, Quartermaster, Medical and Alr-
corps personnel hastily impreased into the roll of an Infantry-
man. This condition was to become steadily worse. (2)
At 1800 Company L passed through Company K_and after a
sharp fire fight occuped positlons on hill éﬂirand 336, The
] RN ——— :
German reaction was violent. The 3rd Battalion hed captured
a position in the Germans next line of defense. The whole

process was to be repeated,

SUMMARY

To summarize - the 3rd Battalion had, after a two day
recrgenizing and manuuvufing period, nn.éﬂ and 30-Septembar
. attacked strongly held enemy defenses in the most unfavorable
gerrain ITALY had to offer. This attack was over an extended
area but by skillful maneuver, daring and aggressivness had
broken the enemies defensive line in such a menner E?ﬁjﬂ capture
his key terrain feature and causi@e the rapid collaps of his

entire defenses desplte heavy counterattacik.

TI7 Eersonal nowledge K5, 7 T8
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3. THE ENEJY

It hed become an.established fact to the enemy forces
at this time thet II Corps intended to break into the PCOE
VALLEY in the vicinity of BOLOGHA or in any other ﬁrea e
southeast of -BOLOGNA 1if ?ﬁe opportunity presented itsalf.
This opportunity had become nearly & fact with the B88th
pivisiona thrust down the SANTERNO VALLEY. By 1 October
Kesselring, the German commander, had withdrawn additionsal '
forces from his right and left flank to support his sagping
line in the center.

The intelligence situatlon was extremely difflcult =aa
the prilsoners cepbured were from a pollygot of units thrown

into the line in "battle groups" composed of from 10 to 100

men wiose misaiun.waﬁ to hold thelr positions at all cugt or
to be pounded against the American Forces in_fanntiﬁnl counter-
sttackas.
It hed been hoped that once & penetration was made

into tﬁa enemy lines that he would be forced to !ithﬂrai__r

on other fromt# to keep from being outflanked. ‘This he = . rE i
did not do. As his positions were mutually uupportuﬂ_aniﬁ 5; . '1f
due to the heavy fogs he chose to hold end cuuntnratt;dk'fqi”";'
retake those puaiiinﬁa captured. from him. : _f e

- FRIENDLY FORCES :
The 3rd Battalion tuok the village of GUIGNOIA ﬂn:

£ i 3'“:1

morning of .the 28th of- Eapt-iber. uantnnt with the unmqrg:l




‘It 1s felt that had the Battalion moved more aggresively
and on the evening of the 28th occupied MOUNT CGAVINA end IL.HIG
then launched their attacks against the C di GUZZ0 RIDGE the
night of 28-29 September those positions would have been
overrun with a minimum of casualties and would have facili-
tated the rapid advance of the balance of the Regifnant.

The logloal explanstion for this possible failure
on the part of the Battalion and Regiment was lack of

ff'nrﬂ.u;rr support. Division guns were, at this time,

ﬂring' st maximum fmgu- and 1t was necessary for them
tn mnw :I.‘un'lrni to gi*u unntimaua support. Moving the
- guns rmnri Ina, in turn. hnld up due to lack uf usable ~
ma&n !.1::. the zone. Eh-n t-un, had the Regiment continued '
1.ta_ l.ttluk from Hﬂm um, a penetration into the enemy
:u.ma rmtli h-n i:man; mu ‘but both flanks muld have been

-v__e-*'

ume‘bu hnltilnr l;ttl.ﬂkp ,l.tv th.iu time there nr:ru I.nau.ffiniunt

! 'numa iithin t.‘h.nr Gnrpm tn i:r.prlnit such a breakthrough.
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